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Defending Academic Ethics

• Academic journals started to identify ..’manufactured manuscripts 
submitted to a journal for a fee on behalf of researchers with the 
purpose of providing an easy publication for them, or to offer authorship 
for sale’ (COPE and STM, 2022:4)

• Most of them come from ‘.. largest providers in scientific publications, 
which offers its services to publish ready-made articles on a wide variety 
of topics…. can buy an author’s position or an entire article…(the) 
finished articles are designed for a team of six authors…. And ensure 
confidentiality of the purchase of article position’ (COPE and STM, 
2022:4)

➔Paper mills



Definition
• Paper Mills (or "paper factories") are unofficial, potentially illegal, for-profit 

organizations that produce and sell research manuscripts. These manuscripts 
are created specifically for this purpose, copied, falsified, or manipulated. They 
resemble legitimate research but are authored by individuals other than those 
who ultimately sign them.

• These are services that create customized academic work—ranging from simple 
essays to complex scientific research—and often guarantee products that pass 
plagiarism checks, for a fee.

• Motivations and Clients: Students and academics (but also professionals) who 
face pressure to publish or present research.

• Types of Services:

• Essay and Assignment Writing

• Research and Publication in Academic Journals 

• Theses and Dissertations: Writing of undergraduate and postgraduate 
theses

• Translation and Editing: Translation and proofreading services for academic 
work



Scale



Academic impact

• Academic Integrity: Paper mills undermine academic integrity by 
promoting plagiarism and fraud. 
• They provide unfair advantages to users and compromise the quality of 

education and research.

• Research Quality: Low-quality and false research affects the 
credibility of publications (Publish or perish? Not really). 
• It makes it difficult to identify valid research.
• Dishonest Production

• Inequality: Those who can afford to pay for these services gain 
advantages over those who cannot, exacerbating existing 
inequalities in the educational system.

• Doubt about Ethical Principles in Academia – Questioned 
Credibility:
• New editorial and ethical policies (an initiative from PUBLISHERS!!)



Reaction from the Editorial Realm!
• Codes of Conduct and Ethical Guidelines: Editorial codes that outline the 

expectations and responsibilities of authors, reviewers, and editors
➢ They emphasize the importance of honesty and academic integrity and the 

consequences of submitting fraudulent work.

• Declaration of Contributions and Conflicts of Interest:
➢ Authors are required to disclose their individual contributions to the work 

and any potential conflicts of interest. 
➢ This ensures transparency and identifies possible undue influences in the 

research process.

• Awareness Campaigns on Academic Ethics:
➢ Campaigns aimed at authors and students highlighting the importance of 

academic ethics and the consequences of using paper mills.

• Training Programs for Editors and Reviewers: Training programs 
designed to help editors and reviewers identify fraudulent work and data 
manipulation. 
➢ These programs improve the detection of irregularities and 
➢ ensure a more rigorous and effective review process.



Reaction from the Editorial Realm!(2)
➢Collaborations with Universities and Research Institutions:

➢ Primarily to share information about cases of academic fraud.

➢Participation in Global Initiatives: Alliances between competing 
publishers at a global level. 

➢Two very relevant ones are:

➢COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics): Establishes guidelines for 
handling cases of misconduct.

➢Retraction Watch: Monitors and reports on retracted papers, 
providing transparency in research publication.

➢Technology, Technology, and Technology:
➢ Monitoring the Publication Network with AI Methods: Utilizing technological 

tools to oversee the publication network.
➢ Identifying the Origin of Submissions
➢ Other Technologies



How and where?

• Plagiarism detection tools
• Turnitin, Similarity Check (CrossRef) (universities)

• Plagiarism detection Software (PDS) (journals)

• Rigorous Peer Review Processes:…➔ The role of the reviewers!
• Double-Blind Peer Review

• Data Verification/Replicability

• Writing Style and Authenticity: A second role for reviewers!

• Standardizing Review Processes



How and where? (2)

• Standardizing Review Processes (Publicationethics.org)
• Authorship problems.  ➔

• Multiple Submissions of the Same Manuscript to Different Journals

• Questions about the Data Used and Scientific Rigor ➔

• Many Cases: Published and Unpublished Databases, Poorly 
Constructed or Misleading Data, Restrictions on Data Publication…. etc

• Post-Publication Complaint Management
• Publication Retraction with a Public Note of the Reasons

• Proposal for Correcting Errors or Ethical Issues

• Author Response Space…..

• Manipulation of the Peer Review Process ➔

• Manipulation of the images, intentional wrong quotations, etc….

• ….

https://publicationethics.org/sites/default/files/recognising-authorship-problems-cope-infographic.pdf
https://publicationethics.org/sites/default/files/concurrent-submissions-multiple-journals.pdf
https://publicationethics.org/sites/default/files/concerns-rigour-unpublished-data.pdf
https://publicationethics.org/sites/default/files/handling-post-publication-critiques-cope-flowchart.pdf
https://publicationethics.org/sites/default/files/peer-review-manipulation-during-review-cope-flowchart.pdf
https://publicationethics.org/sites/default/files/image-manipulation-published-article-cope-flowchart.pdf


Conclussions or recommendations?

• Academic Ethics:
• Foundations, 

• Review, 

• Original Ideas

• Acknowledgment of Others' Work: 
• Citations

• Own Work
• Training, Training….
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Thanks for being here!
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